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March 2020 WestWind Hub Rankings 

   On-Line   OFF-LINE 
  1.   CYYC  1.   KMIA 

  2.   KORD 2.   KDEN 

  3.   YSSY  3.   EHAM 

  4.   KATL  4.   EGLL 

  5.   KSEA  5.   KSEA 

  6.   KMIA 6.   KDFW 

  7.   KLAX  7.   KCVG 

  8.   KCVG 8.   KATL 

  9.   EGLL  9.   YSSY 

  10.  KDEN 10.  KORD 

  11.  KDFW 11.  KLAX 

  12.  KJFK 12.  KJFK 

  13.  EHAM 13.  CYYC 
(All On-Line hours verified via VATSIM/IVAO) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WestWind 
  Airlines  

April 2020 

U.S.A.  ARTCC  AREAs 

(Not incouding Alaska and Hawaii) 

 
 

 
 

Total WestWind Hours:   3582.4 

Total On-Line Hours:   684.2 

Total Off-Line Hours:   2908.2 
Total Passengers:   105,541 

Total Cargo:    19,524,433 

 

WWA3620 

WWA3592 
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WestWind Airlines 

March’s Top On-Line Pilots 
    EHAM - NA - 
    KATL Cory Robinson WWA1813 
    CYYC Ron Oines WWA2894 
    KORD Chris Cramblet WWA3592 
    KCVG David Reason WWA3314 
    KDFW Chris Trott WWA3382 
    KDEN Larry Horton WWA3241 
    EGLL Bryan Sutherland WWA3177 
    KLAX Nathaniel Miller WWA1055 
    KMIA Scott D. Williams WWA1404 
    KJFK Mike Spina WWA2482 
    KSEA Erwin Michael WWA2244 
    YSSY Andrew Wheeler WWA49 

 

 
 

WestWind Airlines 

March’s Top Off-Line Pilots 

  EHAM Hal Morse WWA3615 
  KATL Mike Jones WWA3381 
  CYYC Gerald Spiers WWA3311 
  KORD Vince Storelli WWA1116 
  KCVG Timothy Essex WWA3209 
  KDFW Edward Bingler WWA2845 
  KDEN Malcolm Meyer WWA71 
  EGLL Johnny Kasimatis WWA2132 
  KLAX Donnie Wade WWA3321 
  KMIA Bob Armer WWA3105 
  KJFK Sean McConnell WWA659 
  KSEA Hugo Laporte WWA2314 
  YSSY Kenneth Haynes WWA2055 

 
 

 

 
 

WestWind 
                                                        

 

Newest WWA Pilots - March 2020  
Jan Kyncl WWA3623, KCVG Hub 

Jesse Tiessen WWA3625, KDEN Hub 

Christopher Craig WWA3636, KDEN Hub 
Please welcome these new WestWind Pilots and show them why 

WWA is the best virtual airline out there! 

 
 

 
 

IMPORTANT CORRECTION 

  Last month in the March issue, we mistakenly failed to give 

the correct on-line hours to a WWA Pilot and Hub! The Pilot, 

Erwin Michael WWA2244 and his hub Seattle.  We’re not sure 

how this could have happened, but at least we are correcting 

it now. Captain Michael was KSEA’s top On-Line Pilot for the 

month of February and Seattle was moved up from 13th to 4th 

in February’s On-Line Hub Rankings! 

  Well done to both Captain Michael and the Seattle Hub for 

their February flight efforts! 

  The WestWind Journal will do a better job when compiling all 

future statistics!  We’re very sorry for this error! 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

WWA 

 

AIRLINES 
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April 12th
 

 

 

 

WESTWIND Staff 
President and CEO    Mark Kusiak 

Chief Operations Officer   Paul Steele 

Chief Pilot & Administration Officer  Sean McConnell 

Chief Information Officer   George Forster 

Chief Maintenance Officer   Mike Bergman 

Director of Online Operations & Events Chris Trott 

Director of IT    David Ajie 

Vice President of Charter Operations  Phil Cohen 

Vice President of Flight Operations  -Vacant- 

Cargo Operations Manager   -Vacant- 

Alaska Regional Director   Scott Robison 

Caribbean Regional Director                  Braden Vonderau 

- Hub Managers - 
Amsterdam Hub Manager (EHAM)  Hal Morse 

Atlanta Hub Manager (KATL)   Jim Short 

Calgary Hub Manager (CYYC)   Scott Robison 

Chicago Hub Manager (KORD)  Chris Cramblet 

Cincinnati Hub Manager (KCVG)  David Reason 

Dallas/Ft. Worth Hub Manager (KDFW)        Al Stallbaumer 

Denver Hub Manager (KDEN)   Brian Mills 

London Heathrow Hub Manager (EGLL) Ken Rotker 

Los Angeles Hub Manager (KLAX)  John Oddo 

Miami Hub Manager (KMIA)   Scott Williams 

New York Hub Manager (KJFK)  Sean McConnell 

Seattle Hub Manager (KSEA)   Dwayne White 

Sydney Hub Manager (YSSY)   Kenneth Haynes 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Fly On VATSIM and Fly As Real As Can Be! 

If you’re new to flying on-line via VATSIM, contact your Hub 

Manager or the WestWind Journal for assistance in getting 

started!                       You’ll really be glad you did! 

 

Screenshot of the Month 

 

- David Reason WWA3314 (KCVG) - 

Send your screenshot in and you could be next 

month’s WestWind Journals ‘Screenshot of the Month’! 

 > > Submit your screenshots < < 
cjcramblet@outlook.com  or  k9blueman@aol.com 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

WWA3314 
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Press Release - Santa Ana, California, March 6, 2020, 1642Z 

Mark Kusiak, WestWind President/CEO 

  Research on the outbreak of Coronavirus, known as CVID-19 

has airlines scrambling to deal with the issues of sickness 

during air travel.  With the world-wide health emergency that 

has emerged in the first quarter of 2020, the situation with 

spread and it impacts on travel will seriously affect all airline's 

bottom lines.  The CDC (Center for Disease Control) has 

stepped up its' guidance in dealing with the onset of 

Coronavirus and its possible spread world-wide. 

  The areas of concern are with passenger screening, aircraft 

servicing and cleaning, and capture and report of passenger 

data for  

the CDC's "contact tracing" process.  Airlines are not well 

positioned to capture contact tracing information as the data, 

usually a phone number, address, and email address, are 

voluntary during the passenger booking process.  These may 

eventually become mandatory as the spread of the virus gains 

momentum.   

  Aircrew's do have a responsibility to contact the CDC in all 

cases of on-board death or illness as outlined below! 

[quote]Guidance for Airlines on Reporting Onboard Deaths or 

Illnesses to CDC U.S. Federal Regulations. 

  The U.S. Code of Federal Regulations [42 CFR 70.11 and 

71.21] contains requirements for reporting deaths and 

illnesses to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) that occur on domestic flights between U.S. states and 

territories, and on international flights arriving in the United 

States. 

  42 CFR 70.11(a) The pilot in command of an aircraft operated 

by an airline who is conducting a commercial passenger flight 

in interstate traffic under a regular schedule shall report as 

soon as practicable to CDC the occurrence onboard of any 

deaths or the presence of ill persons among passengers or 

crew and take such measures as CDC may direct to prevent the 

potential spread of the communicable disease, provided that 

such measures do not affect the airworthiness of the aircraft 

or the safety of flight operations. 

  As stated in 42 CFR 70.11 (b), pilots making a report of illness 

or death to CDC under 70.11(a) will meet reporting obligations 

under 42 CFR 70.4. 42 CFR 71.21 requires the pilot of 

international flights to the United States to report before 

arrival any deaths or illnesses (as defined in the regulations) 

among passengers or crew to CDC’s Quarantine Station at or 

nearest to the airport of arrival.[/quote] 

  At the current time, there is a process and one should be 

aware of the process in the event that a situation would arise. 

It would be safe to say that other countries have similar 

reporting requirements for international flights that originate 

in the United States. 

  Travel, by air, to many Coronavirus hotspots is being 

impacted by governmental boarder closures.  These closures 

are what is restricting routes, as well as a reduced "demand" 

for travel to these areas.  Airlines are cutting service on routes 

that are affected, as demand falls off.   

  It remains to be seen what will occur as CVID-19 (Coronavirus) 

unwinds.  WestWind will continue to monitor the on-going 

situation and provide guidance as it becomes available. 

 

U.S. & European Restricted Flights 
irlines were wasting thousands of gallons of jet fuel 

running empty 'ghost' planes during the Coronavirus 

outbreak, due to European rules forcing operators to 

lose their flight slots if they keep their planes on the ground.  

  Demand for flights has collapsed across the globe amid 

growing fears of the coronavirus pandemic. However, under 

existing European rules airlines operating out of the continent 

must continue to run 80% of their allocated slots or risk losing 

them to a competitor. This has led to some operators flying 

empty planes in and out of European countries at huge costs, 

the Times of London newspaper reported. 

  The UK Transport Secretary Grant Shapps wrote to the 

independent airport coordinator asking for the rules to be 

suspended during the crisis to prevent further unnecessary 

environmental and economic damage. "I am particularly 

concerned that, in order to satisfy the 80/20 rule, airlines may 

be forced to fly aircraft at very low load factors, or even empty, 

in order to retain their slots," Shapps wrote to Airport Co-

ordination Ltd (ACL). 

   Since the above was writen, on March 11, 2020, the United 
States restricted flights between the U.S. and Europe.  
  U.S. flag airlines as well as European flag airlines have 
announced reductions or suspensions in flights between the 
U.S. and continental European destinations. 
  The airlines most impacted by the United States proclamation 

will be those with service to airports not on the US 

Department of Homeland's Security's list of gateway airports 

for health screening.  

  The following WestWind Hubs are on the approved U.S. 

Department of Homeland's Security's list of gateway airports 

for health screening: KJFK, KATL, KORD, KMIA, KDFW, KSEA 

and KLAX. 
 

 

 

A 
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GAAR 2020 
(Great Australian Air Rally) 

 
Chris Trott WWA3382 after landing and tying down 

at one of the GAAR 2020 stops. 
 

WestWind Journal Fly-In To KBNA Mar 15th
 

 

 
Cory Robinson WWA1813 (KATL) and Chris Cramblet 

WWA3592 (KORD) were the only participants in the fly-in. It 

was great, ATC outstanding. WWA1813 arrived from KDEN and 

WWA3592 arrived from KABQ. You missed out on an enjoyable 

event. After landing we chatted a while and shot the breeze. 

Don’t miss the next one into KAND on April 5th. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Callsign Pilot Origin Dest. Aircraft Route Remarks 

WWA1813 

Cory 

Robinson 

KCLT 

KDEN KBNA B722/W 

PLAIN1 GLD J80 

MCI J24 STL J45 

BNA  

www.flywestwind.com // No 

GPS, VOR only. /v/ 

WWA1916 

Karl 

Nieberlein 

KLAS 

PHOG KSFO H/B773/Q 
CLUTS R465 CINNY 

PIRAT OSI 

All Charts on Board/ KLAS 

based flight crew/ 

www.flywestwind.com/ 

Thanks for the ATC! /v/ 

WWA3311 
Gerald 

Spiers CYYC 
CYYZ KSAN B738/L 

+GOPUP3 SLLAP 

BAE LNK J146 GLD 

PUB J64 RSK TBC 

PLNDL Q86 TTRUE 

LUCKI1 

PBN/D1 DOF/200315 

REG/N3311 EET/KZJX0031 

KZTL0133 KZDC0155 

KZOB0219 CZYZ0255 

KZOB0257 OPR/WWA PER/C 

RMK/TCAS SIMBRIEF /v/ 

WWA3592 

Chris 

Cramblet 

KDFW 

KABQ KBNA B739/W 
ABQ3.TCC J78 TUL 

J46 BNA 

Charts as Filed - ActiveSky - 

Fly www.flywestwind.com /t/ 

WWA49 

Andrew 

Wheeler 

YSSY 

VRMM EDDF H/B77L/L 

L4D LELEM L894 

DONSA/N0494F360 

L894 KITAL P570 

EMURU N563 UMIBU 

UKUVO G462 

TUMAK/N0413F140 

L602 

ALMOK/N0501F360 

SODAK KOBOK 

TOKMA UL602 

TASMI ALPET 

DEBNI/N0498F380 

LAGLO 

343015N0440810E 

UMESA SEVKU 

EMIDO KABAN SRT 

PEVOP UL852 

NEGEM/K0902F380 

L852 KOMAN/N0 

+VFPS+/T/WESTWIND VA 

(*WWW.FLYWESTWIND.COM) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WestWind Airlines 
Select April 2020 VATSIM Events 

 

  

 

 

                                        

                                        
 

 

WestWind 

  Airlines 

 

 

Apr 3 KDEN                2359Z-0400Z 

 

Apr 4 Cross The Pond (Westbound) 

 Dep: EDDX,EGCC,EHAM, EIDW, LIRF, LOWW 

 Arv: CYYZ, KBOS, KJFK, KORD, KMIA, KSFO 

                 1100Z-2300Z 

 

Apr 5 KAND (WWA Fly-In)              2100Z-2200Z 

 

Apr 7 KFAR                2300Z-0200Z 

 

Apr 10 KPHL                2300Z-0300Z 

 

Apr 11 KCLE, KMCO               2200Z-0300Z 

 

Apr 12 KLNK, KOMA               2300Z-0300Z 

 

Apr 13 KLAS                0100Z-0400Z 

 

Apr 17 KBOS                2300Z-0300Z 

 

Apr 18 KPDK                1900Z-2330Z 

 

Apr 24 KMIA                2300Z-0300Z 

 

Apr 25 PANC, PHNL               2100Z-0300Z 
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The  WestWind site is up and running! 

flywestwind.org 

It has much the same look and feel, but has a vastly improved 

data base, as well as much easier access to hub stats for all 

WestWind Pilots!  It does take just a little bit of getting used 

to, but that’s no big deal! 

 
I have no doubt that each of you will like the new and 

improved .org WestWind website too! 

 

 

W h e n  T o  D i s e n g a g e  T h e  A u t o p i l o t  

 
he answer is, whenever the autopilot maneuvers the 

airplane in some way you didn’t expect, or don’t fully 

understand, disengage the autopilot and hand fly. If you 

ask yourself “what’s it doing now” the immediate answer 

should be to punch it off. 

  Autopilots can and do occasionally fail. When they do, the 

certification theory is that the human pilot is always in position 

and fully capable of taking over control of the airplane. That’s 

why the flight manual supplement limitations for autopilot use 

all decree that a qualified pilot must be seated at the controls. 

But a more frequent failure of automatic flight is the human 

pilot’s lack of understanding of the autopilot modes and 

operation. A real hardware/software failure of an autopilot 

could lead to a dangerous situation, but so can pilot 

mismanagement of a fully functioning autopilot. The results 

are essentially the same in either situation—the pilot in 

command is not fully in control of the airplane. 

  For much of the history of aviation autopilots were probably 

much more reliable than the sensors they require. For 

example, in the bad old days when we relied on vacuum pumps 

to stay alive while flying in the clouds, a pump failure would 

disable the autopilot as well as deprive us of essential gyro 

attitude and heading information. Even when the pump 

worked, the spinning metal gyro reliability was not good. And 

even if the gyro continued to spin, the electrical elements that 

transmitted the gyro data to the autopilot could and did fail. 

  Reliability—plus low cost—was a selling point for S-TEC rate-

based autopilots. Those systems use a turn coordinator gyro to 

derive a sort of wings level information for the autopilot. 

Because the system doesn’t really know if the wings are level, 

only that the airplane is turning or not, they don’t fly with the 

same precision as a conventional autopilot. But the S-TEC 

would keep working after the vacuum pump or attitude gyro 

failed, and that was an important safety advantage. The better 

solution that is happily becoming more available and common 

in all types of airplanes is the attitude heading reference 

system (AHRS) that uses non-moving electronic sensors to 

calculate attitude and heading and yaw. With no moving parts 

the AHRS is much more reliable than the vacuum 

pump/spinning metal rotor gyro. And because AHRS use so 

little electrical power it’s easy to install a battery that keeps 

the AHRS working for 30 minutes, or much more, after a total 

electrical failure. With AHRS providing the essential aircraft 

attitude data, and vastly improved components in the 

 

           WestWind Executive Office’s 

 
                    News / Information 
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autopilot itself, the reliability of automatic flight control is 

much better than even a decade ago. But I’m not sure all pilots 

are receiving the training necessary to safely and fully use the 

automatic flight control systems. At least that’s true at the 

piston aircraft level. 

  Autopilots offer huge potential safety. That’s why you can’t 

fly single-pilot for hire, or in a jet, without them. But all of that 

safety potential can turn into a hazard if the human pilot isn’t 

fully trained on proper autopilot use. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

We NEED YOUR 

Screenshots! 
Send them in to: 

cjcramblet@outlook.com 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

    Have You Looked At The 

     WestWind 

 

              Today? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

April Performances 
 

Apr 4-5      Wings Over Texas, NAS Kingsville, TX 
 

Apr 18-19  JB Charleston Air Expo, JB Charleston, SC 
 

Apr 25-26  Vero Beach Air Show, Vero Beach, FL 
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WestWind Hub of the Month 

 

Atlanta International Airport 

Hartsfield–Jackson Atlanta International Airport (IATA: ATL, 

ICAO: KATL, FAA LID: ATL), also known as Atlanta Airport, 

Hartsfield, or Hartsfield–Jackson, is the primary international 

airport serving Atlanta, Georgia. The airport is located seven 

miles south of the Downtown Atlanta district. It is named after 

former Atlanta mayors William B. Hartsfield and Maynard 

Jackson. The airport has 192 gates: 152 domestic and 40 

international. ATL covers 4,700 acres of land and has five 

parallel runways. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Apr   5      Food City 500, Bristol Motor Speedway 
 

Apr   19    Toyota Owners 400, Richmond Raceway 
 

Apr   26    Geico 500, Talladega Superspeedway 
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WestWind ~ Years of Service 

 

 

 
During March 2020 the following Pilots have been with 

WestWind Airlines the years indicated! 

David Waffler WWA2116, CYYC Hub, 10 Years’ Service 

George Forster WWA2379, EHAM Hub, 10 Years’ Service 

Doug Phelps WWA3238, KDEN Hub, 7 Years’ Service 

Larry Horton WWA3241, KDEN Hub, 7 Years’ Service 

Mike Spina WWA2482, KJFK Hub, 10 Years’ Service 

Duane Etienne WWA2888, KJFK Hub, 7 Years’ Service 

John Condon WWA2527, KMIA Hub 10 Years’ Service 

Kenneth Haynes WWA2055, YSSY Hub, 12 Years’ Service 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

WWA 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

WestWind 
   AIRLINES 

WWA1813 
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Be There For A Great Time & Chat With Fellow WWA Pilots! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Departure Airfields: EDDK, EGCC, EHAM, EIDW, LIRF, LOWW 

Arriving Airfields: CYYZ, KBOS, KJFK, KMIA, KORD, KSFO 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 WestWind Journal Fly-In 

Anderson Regional Airport, S.C.  (KAND) 

Arrive: 

April 5, 2020 

2100Z-2200Z  

 

Anderson Regional Airport (KAND) is a public 

airport 3 miles southwest of Anderson, in Anderson 

County, South Carolina. Anderson has no airline 

service or concourses for gates, and no control 

tower, but in 2007 one runway was extended 1,000 

ft to handle larger aircraft. It is one of the busiest 

airports in upstate South Carolina. The airport 

receives over 14,000 aircraft each year and 

generates over $13 million annually.  

 
 

KAND 
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“Memphis Belle” 

 
he Memphis Belle, a Boeing-built B-17F-10-BO, USAAC 

Serial No. 41-24485, was added to the USAAC inventory 

on 15 July 1942, and delivered in September 1942 to the 

91st Bomb Group at Dow Field, Bangor, Maine. She deployed 

to Prestwick, Scotland, on 30 September 1942, to a temporary 

base at RAF Kimbolton on 1 October, and then to her 

permanent base at Bassingbourn, England, on 14 October. 

Each side of the fuselage bore the unit identification markings 

of the 324th Bomb Squadron (Heavy) - DF: A. 

  Captain Robert Morgan, aircraft commander and his crew 

flew 25 combat missions over the Netherlands, France and 

Germany from November 7, 1942 to May 4, 1943, in the 

Memphis Belle. The first to complete 25 missions. 

  The aircraft was then flown back to the United States on 8 

June 1943, by a composite crew chosen by the Eighth Army Air 

Force and led by Captain Robert Morgan . After returning to 

the United States, Memphis Belle flew publicity tours around 

the country until 1 August 1945 when she was consigned to 

Altus Air Force Base, Oklahoma. 

  Then the Mayor of Memphis, Walter Chandler, and the city 

bought the B-17 for $350. She was flown to Memphis in July 

1946  and  stored  until  the   summer  of 1949  when  she was 

placed on display at the Memphis National Guard armory near 

the city's fairgrounds. She sat out-of-doors into the 1980s, 

slowly deteriorating due to weather and vandalism. Souvenir 

hunters removed almost all of the interior components. 

  In the early 1970s, another mayor had donated the historic 

aircraft back to the Air Force, but they allowed her to remain 

in Memphis contingent on her being maintained. Efforts by the 

locally-organized Memphis Belle Memorial Association, Inc. 

(MBMA) saw the aircraft moved to Mud Island in the 

Mississippi River in 1987 for display in a new pavilion with large 

tarp cover. She was still open to the elements, however, and 

prone to weathering. Pigeons would also nest inside the tarp 

and droppings were constantly needing removal from the B-

17. Dissatisfaction with the site led to efforts to create a new 

museum facility in Shelby County. In the summer of 2003, the 

Memphis Belle was disassembled and moved to a restoration 

 

facility at the former Naval Air Station Memphis in Millington, 

Tennessee for work. In September 2004, however, the 

National Museum of the United States Air Force, apparently 

tiring of the ups and downs of the city's attempts to preserve 

the aircraft, indicated that they wanted her back for 

restoration and eventual display at the museum at Wright-

Patterson AFB near Dayton, Ohio. The Memphis Belle arrived 

safely at National Museum of the United States Air Force at 

Wright-Patterson AFB near Dayton, Ohio in mid-October 2005 

and was placed in one of the Museum's restoration hangars. It 

since has been fully and properly restored to flying condition. 

  
 

 
 

This Month The WestWind Journal 

Salutes The 

 

 
 

    
 
 

Memphis Belle & Crew 
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R-71 Blackbird Sled Driver pilot Brian Shul wrote: "I'll 

always remember a certain radio exchange that 

occurred one day as Walt (my backseater) and I were 

screaming across Southern California, 13 miles high. We were 

monitoring various radio transmissions from other aircraft as 

we entered Los Angeles airspace. Though they didn't really 

control us, they did monitor our movement across their scope. 

I heard a Cessna ask for a readout of its groundspeed."  

"90 knots" Center replied.  

"Moments later, a Twin Beech required the same."  

"120 knots," Center answered. 

"We weren't the only ones proud of our groundspeed that day 

as almost instantly an F-18 smugly transmitted, 'Ah, Center, 

Dusty 52 requests groundspeed readout.'  

"There was a slight pause, then the response, 525 knots on the 

ground, Dusty".  

"Another silent pause. As I was thinking to myself how ripe a 

situation this was, I heard a familiar click of a radio 

transmission coming from my backseater. It was at that precise 

moment I realized Walt and I had become a real crew, for we 

were both thinking in unison." "Center, Aspen 20, you got a 

groundspeed readout for us?"  

There was a longer than normal pause.... "Aspen, I show 1,742 

knots"  

"No further inquiries were heard on that frequency." 

 

 

 
 

 
 

One Of A kind - HISTORY 

Convair XC-99 

 
f a plane’s worth was dependent on a sleek designs and 

vibrant colors, then the bulky Convair XC-99 probably 

wouldn’t rank very high. Luckily, appearance isn’t the 

litmus test here. While this heavy cargo aircraft wasn’t the 

easiest on the eyes, it was one of the biggest planes ever made 

and one of the oldest. The Convair first took to the skies in 

1947 and retired in 1957. Today, it’s still in the history books 

for being the largest piston-engine, cargo plane ever built. It 

had double cargo decks that were able to seat 400 soldiers in 

full combat gear. While this 6 engine cargo plane has been out 

of commission for over 60 years, it can still be seen at the 

National Museum of the United States Air Force. 
 

Are You Flying On-Line With 

 

If Not, You’re Missing Out Big Time! 
 

 

 

S 

I 

 

WWA659 



Page 13 of 20 
 

The WestWind journal 
April 2020                                                                                 Issue 20-4                                                               WestWind Airlines 

 

 
 

"Should Passengers Stay Quiet?" 

llow me to rephrase the question for flight simulation 

Streamers, Should Viewers stay quiet? The short 

answer to both questions is yes at certain times. 

  Let’s draw from the professionals, they are regulated to use a 

sterile cockpit below 10,000 feet. More specifically no chatter 

not related to flying the aircraft from pushback till reaching 

10,000 during departure. Or from 10,000 feet till parked at 

gate during Approach and landing. For professional pilots, they 

are often separated from the passengers and the flight crew is 

aware of the policy.  

  But general aviation pilots are often in the same 

compartment with passengers that have no clue what it takes 

to fly the airplane. So, passengers and Viewers should be 

briefed when the pilot needs to be focused on the airplane and 

task at hand i.e. takeoff and landing and not distracted by 

conversation not related to operating the aircraft. When I was 

flying in real life I ask my passengers to look out for other 

aircraft on the ground and in the air and we can talk about 

other things after we left the airport or parked the airplane. I 

have also told my passengers that when they hear "Cessna 

N1234" that was their cue that a priority message was being 

transmitted and I needed to focus on that conversation.  

  This also applies to virtual pilots streaming their flights on 

Twitch or YouTube. It is pretty easy for virtual pilots to echo 

the in channel chat till things settle down with ATC. But a lot of 

streamers use an external program such as TeamSpeak or 

Discord to communicate with viewers in real time in addition 

to the in channel chat, which creates a problem because 

Teamspeak and Discord does not hear when the virtual ATC is 

trying to communicate with the virtual pilot. and there is often 

a lag between Teamspeak and Discord audio and in stream 

audio. I have seen this lag as high as 30 seconds and often 

necessary to mute the stream audio to hear the Teamspeak or 

Discord audio. This lag has led me to step on a controller on 

several occasions recently when I needed to be quiet. One 

streamer thought of giving a visual cue when ATC was talking 

to Him, but that is how I discovered the lag between Discord 

and Stream. 

    Sean McConnell WWA659 

    Chief Pilot/Administration Officer 

                                                 WestWind Airlines 

 

 
 

VFR, MVFR, IFR and LIFR 

 
1.  Low Instrument Flight Rules (LIFR): Ceilings are less than 

500 feet above ground level and/or visibility is less than 1 mile.  

LIFR = <500′ and/or <1 mile 

In other words, even experienced IFR pilots may have a hard 

time landing. With these conditions, you’ll break out just 

above the standard minimums for an ILS approach (200-1/2) 

LIFR is depicted in Magenta on flight planning software such as 

Skyvector.com and Foreflight. 

2.  Instrument Flight Rules (IFR): Ceilings 500 to less than 1,000 

feet and/or visibility 1 to less than 3 miles.  

IFR = 500-1000′ and/or 1-3 miles 

In other words, you must be on an IFR Flight plan or request 

Special VFR clearance from tower. IFR is depicted in Red on 

flight planning software. 

Note: VFR pilots can’t do Special VFR at night. 

3.  Marginal VFR (MVFR): Ceilings 1,000 to 3,000 feet and/or 

visibility is 3-5 miles inclusive.  

MVFR = 1000-3000′ and/or 3-5 miles 

4.  VFR: Ceiling greater than 3000 feet and visibility greater 

than 5 miles (includes sky clear).  

VFR = >3000′ and >5 miles 

[‘>’ means greater than;  ‘<’ means less than] 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                 
 

 

 

 

Chief Pilot Speaks 

WestWind Airlines 

Sean McConnell WWA659  

A 
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Win, Yes YOU! 

Just be the 9th person to email the WestWind Journal a 

screenshot and you’ll win a $50 Gift Card! 

The 9th person to send in a screenshot by April 20 will have a 

VISA Gift Card mailed to the address they provide! 

 
 

 

Send Entries to The WestWind Journal 

Easy – Just Email 
cjcramblet@outlook.com  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

$50 
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oeing Company has found debris in the fuel tanks of 

dozens of undelivered 737 MAX jets amid ongoing 

inspections as the Chicago-based plane maker struggles 

to restore the trust of airlines and the wider public in the 

grounded fleet. 

  Boeing found debris in the fuel tanks of about 35 aircraft, a 

company spokesman confirmed. A person familiar with the 

matter told Reuters that more than 50% of the undelivered 

737 MAX jets inspected thus far have had debris found in 

them. Several more planes are still awaiting inspection. 

  "We are taking steps to make sure we eliminate FOD (foreign 

object debris) from any and all aircraft. This is unacceptable 

and won't be tolerated on any Boeing aircraft when it's 

delivered to the customer," Boeing said in an emailed 

statement. 

  The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), when asked about 

the debris, said it could not confirm Boeing's numbers. An FAA 

spokesman said the agency was aware that Boeing was 

conducting a voluntary inspection for FOD, adding that FAA 

had increased its surveillance based on initial inspection 

reports and would take further action based on the findings. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Apr 4-5        Wings Over Texas, NAS Kingsville, TX 

 

Apr 18        Thunder Over Louisville, Louisville, KY 

 

Apr 18-19    JB Charleston Air Show, Charleston, SC 

 

Apr 25-26    Vero Beach Air Show, Vero Beach, FL 

 

Apr 25-26    Southeast Texas Freedom Air Fest, 

               Beaumont, TX 

Select April Airshows 

B 

 

- POSTPONDED - 

- POSTPONDED - 

- CANCELLED -  

- POSTPONDED - 

- CANCELLED -  
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- - - - - - - - - Waiting! - - - - - - - - - 

 

 
 

 
 

elcome to North America's community-driven 

flight simulation and aviation conference. As the 

largest enthusiast flight simulation event in North 

America, FlightSimExpo connects simmers, developers, 

exhibitors, and real-world aviators from across the globe. 

  The three-day event includes seminars and exhibits designed 

to showcase the power of at-home simulation for real-world 

flight training and to debut the latest technology and trends 

for home simmers. Join the event in Las Vegas on June 12-14, 

2020 to meet others who share our passion, learn from 

experts, and try out simulators. 

 
 

  At FlightSimExpo, attendees have endless opportunities to 

network with the people behind their favorite flight simulation 

titles, put names and faces to voices, and build lasting 

connections that transcend the online world. 

  At FlightSimExpo, attendees have endless opportunities to 

network with the people behind their favorite flight simulation 

titles, put names and faces to voices, and build lasting 

connections that transcend the online world. 

  From   the conference's  dedicated   mobile  app to the event 

social,  there  will  be  plenty  of opportunity  to get  out of the 

 

W 

 

- June 12, 13 & 14, 2020 - 

Tropicana Las Vegas 

At this time has not been CXL’d. 
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basement and into a group of like-minded enthusiasts. 

  At FlightSimExpo, flight simulation hardware and software 

developers bring plenty to try out. Virtual reality 

demonstrators, 4K displays, full-cockpit panel setups, and the 

latest in technology will all be on display throughout the 

weekend.  Get hands-on, up close, and personal with the best 

the simulation world has to offer and see how it all works 

before making it part of your own setup. 

  The FlightSimExpo rate offers hotel rooms at Tropicana for an 

average of $150 per night over a three-night stay, including all 

taxes and resort fees. This rate includes free parking, WiFi for 

up to 5 devices, 2 bottles of Tropicana water, 2 for 1 show 

tickets, 2 for 1 cocktails, and more! 

  Reserve your room now! Space is limited. Book online with  

available until May 21, 2020. Guests are encouraged to book 

"Club" rooms, as they are located closest to the event space. 
(Delta Airlines, Southwest Airlines and WestJet Airlines are 

offering a 10% discount to FlightSimExpo attendees.) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Upcoming Concerts 

 
Amsterdam (EHAM) 

Apr 1 Nada Surf: Paradiso 
Apr 7 Richard Marx: DeLaMar Theater 

Atlanta (KATL) 

Apr 1 Kenny Wayne Shepherd: Center Stage Atlanta 

Apr 10 Ben Rector: Atlanta Symphony Hall 

Calgary (CYYC) 
Apr 11 Herb Alpert: Bello Concert Hall 

Apr 21 Daughtry: Grey Eagle Resort 

Chicago (KORD) 
Apr 1 Wood Brothers: Riviera Theatre 

Apr 4 Corey Dennison Band: Kingston Mines 

Cincinnati (KCVG) 
Apr 7 Cher: Firstar Center 

Apr 14 Bruce Hornsby: Music Hall 

Dallas/Ft. Worth (KDFW) 
Apr 3 Christopher Cross: Majestic Theater 

Apr 7     Hot Chip: House of Blues 

Denver (KDEN) 
Apr 1 Peter Bjorn: Thompson theater 
Apr 9 Steely Dan Tribute: Cerrautes Masterpiece Ballroom 

London (EGLL) 
Apr 1 Avril Lavigne: O2 Academy 

Apr 2 Procol Harum: The Palladium 

Los Angeles (KLAX) 
Apr 2 Celine Dion: Staples Center 

Apr 5 Wayne Shorter: Walt Disney Concert Hall 

Miami (KMIA) 
Apr 16 Tool: American Airlines Arena 

Apr 18 Rick Springfield: Magic City Casino 

New York (KJFK) 

Apr 1 Stephen Day: Knitting Factory 

Apr 3 Rhett Price: The Bowery 

Seattle (KSEA) 

Apr 5 Juice: Columbia Day Theater 

Apr7 Action Bronson: Neptune Theatre 

Sydney (YSSY) 

Apr 2 George Benson: State Theatre 

Apr 19 Nick Cunningham: The Factory Theatre 

 

 

 

MOST  CONCERTS  HAVE 

BEEN  POSTPONDED  OR 

CANCELLED. 

CHECK  LOCALLY  FOR 

DETAILS. 
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Hallie Deegan, 18, became the first woman to win a NASCAR 

K&N Series race when she won as a 17-year-old in 2018. She 

visited victory lane twice more in 2019. She’s now embarking 

on her first full season in the ARCA Series in 2020 as she works 

her way up to NASCAR’s top-tier Cup Series. Deegan grew up 

racing off-road vehicles and transitioned to late models before 

she started racing stock cars. 

 
“Hailie’s being pushed very heavily to fill the void left by Danica 

Patrick and I’ve told her this from the day that I met her — and 

her dad as well — I think they’re doing a very good job of not 

caving to that pressure,” Hannah Newhouse, a Motor Racing 

Network host and reporter who has made seven K&N Series 

starts told Yahoo Sports. “They’re not rushing her up to trucks 

just because she’s 18, they’re not trying to throw her in a 

Xfinity car because she’s approved or whatever. They know 

she’s not going anywhere, so she’ll fill that hole when the time 

is appropriate, and her skill set meets that.” 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Each moth the WestWind Journal would like to feature a 

current or former real-world WWA pilot and list their aircraft 

ratings. It’s not bragging, it’s sharing! So, all you current or 

former pilots, email cjcramblet@outlook.com with a list of 

your current and/or past aircraft type ratings. Thank-You! 

WestWind Real-World Pilots 
Chris Cramblet WWA3592, KORD Hub 

Flew 1972-2002 

ACFT types: 

T-42, U-8, U-21, C-12, TH-55, UH-1H, OH-58, CH-47C, 

JUH1HI2 SOTAS 

Cessna 172, 310, 411, 421, Super King Air 200, Citation 500, 

Boeing 737-200, 737-500 

Flying 20 years military and 9 years commercial. 

 

OK, send in your info for future issues of the WestWind 

Journal.   cjcramblet@outlook.com             THANKS! 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
The WestWind Journal would like to take a moment and 

say that we all need to “hang in there” as much as 

possible during this very difficult time.  Regardless of 

where we live or any differences we may have, we are all 

greatly impacted and at risk.  Let each of us remember to 

be very patient, understanding, compassionate and as 

helpful as possible.  Together we will come through this 

horrible time and should be wiser and closer than ever 

before.  Everyone one of you and your families are in our 

thoughts and prayers! God Bless! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

            
 

 

 

 

WestWind 

Airlines 
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n interesting thought…, when we’re at 39,000 feet 

going 440 miles an hour, in a plane that could hit 

turbulence at any minute, (flight attendants) can walk 

around and serve hot coffee and Chateaubriand. But when 

we’re on the ground on a flat piece of smooth asphalt going 

five to ten miles an hour, they’ve got to be buckled in like 

they’re a NASCAR driver. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Note From WestWind Journal Staff 
Due to the extremely fast changes occurring daily with regard 

to COVID-19 and the actions/requirements/precautions 

mandated, the WestWind Journal has done it’s level best to 

stay as accurate and up to date as possible. However, because 

of the very fast daily changes, some information in this issue 

may not be accurate at the time of release and we hope that 

you understand.  Thank you for your understanding. 

 

Fight Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
COVID-19 is spreading, and you won’t know you’re infected 

until you’ve already infected others. Right now, you have no 

immunity to prevent you from getting the disease. It’s 

especially lethal for older people or those with underlying 

conditions. This will come to communities in waves and will be 

a marathon, not a sprint, so pay attention to local events. 

What To Do? 
STAY AT HOME as much as possible. It may be in your 

community now or it may be soon. Until you hear otherwise 

from health care officials, even if you have no symptoms. That 

means avoiding play dates, sleepovers, bars, restaurants, 

parties or houses of worship. Avoid all crowds. 

What can you do instead? 

• You can still take walks outside, shop for essentials 

and enjoy your online community of friends. 

• Stay connected in other ways. Check in on your loved 

ones and friends frequently. 

• Keep informed about what is happening in your 

neighborhood. 

• Give to people in need in your community: supplies 

for food pantries, financial donations, personal 

hygiene items. 

• Buy online gift certificates to your favorite local stores 

and restaurants — and use them when this is over. 

• Be a neat freak. Keep everything as clean as possible. 

 
 

 
 

A 

Promoting Aviation 

Through 

Simulation! 

A 
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• Wash your hands. Early, often, thoroughly. 

If you’re going to spread anything, spread help, compassion 

and humor. Above all, do not panic. Remember: Like all 

outbreaks, this too will eventually end. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The westwind journal 

This concludes issue number 20-4 of The WestWind 

Journal. We hope that you have not only enjoyed it but 
found some useful information as well.  Look for the May issue, 
because it will be coming no matter what!! Please take care 
and be safe during this rough and critical time!  

 

-  The WestWind Journal STAFF  - 
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